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Examples of VCS provision in the 
Yorkshire and Humber region 

Is provision delivered to 
the Common Inspection 
framework (CIF)? 

If inspected in the last 2 
years - what Grades 
were Awarded? 

WEST YORKSHIRE: Swarthmore Education Centre, Leeds  Target 
Groups: People from disadvantaged backgrounds, BME,  substance 
misuse, refugees, people with mental health disabilities including learning 
disabilities, unemployed, lone parents and older people.  Provision: Skills 
for Life – literacy, numeracy, ESOL. 60 courses approx 800 participants. 
79% retention to achievement.  Strengths of Provision: Learner-centred, 
responsiveness, size of provision.  Funding: LSC West Yorkshire 

Yes 3 in 2003 Foundation 

WEST YORKSHIRE: The Disabled People’s Electronic Village Hall  
Target Groups: DPEVH aims to improve the employability of disabled 
people in Kirklees and beyond through education in ICT. It provides a 
progression route from Absolute Beginners up to Level 2.  Provision: OCR 
Entry Level Certificate in Using ICT, Adult Literacy – Entry Level, Adult 
Numeracy –Entry Level. 9 courses, 120 participants, 80% retention to 
achievement.    Strengths of provision: Learners feel they belong, 
employment-based courses are focussed around a working social firm, 
quality team and processes.  Funding: LSC Co-financing. 

Yes 3 in 2003, 2 
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NORTH YORKSHIRE: North Yorkshire Forum for Voluntary 
Organisations (NYFVO) Lifelong Learning Development Project.  Target 
Groups: Engaging individuals and vols in 1st stage+ learning opps.  
Provision: 404 courses developed, 4000 learning opps delivered. Social 
inclusion success, meeting unmet learning needs, retention and progression.  
Funding: LSC & YF funded 

No   

SOUTH YORKSHIRE:   VCTrain  Target Groups: Adult Community 
Learning.  Learners aged 19 or over and either employed or unemployed. 
Provision: 46 courses including: ICT, ESOL, Food Hygiene, Health and 
Safety and Adult Literacy. Funding: LSC/ESF Co-Financed. 

Yes Internal inspection 
through Observation of 
Teaching and Learning - 
individual grades 
awarded. 

 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE: Doncaster Ethnic Minority Regeneration 
Partnership (DEMRP)  Target Groups: BME & other hard to reach groups  
Provision: OCN Units in ESOL (19 possible at Entry 1-3) ICT Units (7 
possible at entry level).  Taster sessions in ICT, ESOL, Life Skills  Numbers 
of learners: Average 160- 180 Learners Per Annum accessing these.  
Funding: Funded through ESF Objective 1 P3 M11, M13, M17, and LSC co-
financing and LSC NLDCf. 

Yes N/A 
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 HUMBER: Humberside Learning Consortium  Provision: Global Grants 
statistics for Hull 2004/5, 436 participants enrolled on programmes, 75% 
completed the programmes but 5% of withdrawals were on account of 
participants moving into employment, 27 achieved a qualification, 52 
progressed onto further training, 23 started to volunteer, 29 employment.  
Similar activity took place in East Riding, N and NE Lincs.   Plus the 
Mainstream Pilot project engages with non-traditional learners and first 
time/entry to learning learners with a variety of delivery subjects - 2005/06 
120 learners 

The mainstream pilot has 
been inspected and of the 9 
organisations involved 5 
had developed from initial 
delivery with Global Grants 

Mainstream pilot grades 
indicated by inspector in  
Health Check  78% of 
provision good or better,  
22% satisfactory. 

WEST YORKSHIRE: Russell Street Project, Keighley. 
Target Groups: 8 to 13 year olds in after-school, weekend and holiday 
clubs, 14 – 16 year olds for alternative provision and curriculum, 16 – 25 
year olds in the NEETS category, those with a learning difficulty or disability, 
those who are disaffected, disadvantaged, unemployed or under-
represented. 
Provision: Level 1 programmes in Skills for Life, ICT, Catering, Art, Painting 
and Decorating, Sewing, Key Skills, PC maintenance and Repair. No of 
courses 1100+, 700+ participants 76% retention. 
Strengths of Provision: ethos focussed firmly on the needs of the learner, 
their success and achievement, first step approach to training with 
progression routes and careers advice, inclusive policy towards equality and 
diversity within community is the core of the provision.  Funding: LSC 

Yes, Yes   Pre-Level 2 

NORTH YORKSHIRE: North Yorkshire Forum for Voluntary 
Organisations (NYFVO) Provision: Lifelong learning project as above. 
NYFVO training calendar - non accredited learning opps to the workforce. 
LIO training delivered district wide and specific support group training i.e. 
Carers. 

No   
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SOUTH YORKSHIRE: VCTrain  Target Groups: Adult Community 
Learning.  Provision: Learners aged 19 or over and either employed or 
unemployed.   Strengths of Provision: 136 courses including: New CLAIT, 
ESOL, ECDL (Part 1),  Food Hygiene and Deaf Awareness.  Funding: 
LSC/ESF Co-Financed.  

Yes Internal inspection 
through Observation of 
Teaching and Learning - 
individual grades 
awarded. 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE: Doncaster Ethnic Minority Regeneration 
Partnership (DEMRP) Target Groups: BME & other hard to reach groups, 
Workers in VCS and other sectors in contact with BME service users.  
Provision: OCN Units in ESOL (7 possible at Level 1).  ICT Units (9 
possible at Level 1).  Equality and Diversity unit at Level 1.  Job Search unit 
at Level 1  Average 60- 80 Learners PA accessing these  Funding: Funded 
through ESF Objective 1 P3 M11, M13, M17, and LSC co-financing and LSC 
NLDCf 

    

 

HUMBER: Humberside Learning Consortium Provision: PCDL delivered 
through "mainstream" pilot project and an ACL contract    2004/05 - 80 
learners     2005/06 - 150  non-accredited learning with 83% retention, all 
achieving their learning goals 

Yes Indicative grades in 
Health Check: 22% 
Grade 1;  56% Grade 2;  
22% Grade 3. 
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WEST YORKSHIRE: Age Concern Calderdale 
Target Groups: Older people, 50+, 65+ frail elderly, Health and Social care 
staff, VCS members, Age Concern Calderdale staff. 
Provision: NVQ Levels 2 and 3 in Health and Social Care. 5 courses, 50 to 
70 participants. 50 to 90% retention. 
Strengths of Provision: appropriate vocational training for Health and 
Social Care staff, 
Partnerships with other providers, project specific training.  Funding: Local 
authority – Social Services Department. 

Not subject to ALI   

NORTH YORKSHIRE: North Yorkshire Forum for Voluntary 
Organisations (NYFVO) Provision: Programmes delivered by NYFVO 
(Learning and Skills Network) including Assessor and CPD, Community 
Development, Legal and ICT - retention rates good and progression.  Approx 
500+ learners engaging in projects spanning 2.5 years.  Funding: ACVO 
and LSC funded  

No   

Full Level 2 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE: VCTrain  Adult Community Learning  
Target Groups: Learners aged 19 or over and either employed or 
unemployed.  Provision: 159 courses at Level 2 (not full level 2) including: 
Drugs Awareness, ESOL, ECDL, New CLAIT, Counselling Skills and British 
Sign Language.  Funding: LSC/ESF Co-Financed. 

Yes Internal inspection 
through Observation of 
Teaching and Learning - 
individual grades 
awarded. 
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SOUTH YORKSHIRE: Doncaster Ethnic Minority Regeneration 
Partnership (DEMRP) Target Groups:  BME & other hard to reach groups, 
Workers in VCS and other sectors in contact with BME service users.  
Provision: OCN Units in ICT Units (9 possible at Level 2).  Organisational 
Culture & Equal Opportunities unit at Level 2  Average 10 – 20 Learners PA 
have accessed these expect to increase as provision expands  Funding: 
Funded through ESF Objective 1 P3 M11, M13, M17, and LSC co-financing 
and LSC NLDCf 

Yes N/A  

HUMBER: Humberside Learning Consortium Provision: Level 2 
qualifications in Business & Management accredited through NOCN.  
2004/05 35 learners,  2005/06 95 learners. 87% retention, 100% achieved 
their learning goals, 97% achieved accreditation.  Progression monitoring is 
quite new to this area, however, statistics suggest that 62% are continuing to 
study with the same provider, 12% are undertaking another accredited 
course with another local provider. 

Yes 2 

WEST YORKSHIRE: College of Chinese Physical Culture, Leeds 
Target Groups: Adults of all ages and backgrounds often suffering 
disadvantage, 14 to 16 year olds at risk from exclusion. 
Provision: OCN Chinese Physical Culture Coaching Level 3, OCN Key 
Skills Level 3, C&G 7306 Teaching NVQ Level 3. 50 courses, 600+ 
participants, 95% retention. 
Strengths of provision: commitment and enthusiasm from staff with shared 
vision and culture, a unique and very adaptable context of provision and 
activity based around Chinese Physical Culture, long track record of success 
with much experience and expertise alongside the flexibility to change.  
Funding: FE franchise, LSC/ESF Co-financing. 

Yes, Yes   Level 3 

NORTH YORKSHIRE: North Yorkshire Forum for Voluntary 
Organisations (NYFVO) Target Groups: Vol sector workforce and 
volunteers eligible.  Provision: North Yorkshire project currently being 
delivered by Learning Network.    Target engagement of 240.  Funding: 
ACVO and ESF(LSC) funded. 

No   
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SOUTH YORKSHIRE: VCTrain  Target Groups: Adult Community 
Learning. Provision: Learners aged 19 or over and either employed or 
unemployed.  Funding: LSC/ESF Co-Financed.  Strengths of provision: 
53 courses including: ICT, Adult Literacy, ECDL, ESOL, Certificate in 
Management and Advanced Drugs Awareness. 

Yes Internal inspection 
through Observation of 
Teaching and Learning - 
individual grades 
awarded. 

 

HUMBER: Humberside Learning Consortium Provision: Full level 3 
qualifications with dedicated NOCN programme for training community arts 
workers - 2005/06   20 learners 98% achievement.  Teacher training 
qualifications, 7307/7302 Certificate & Diploma with a long history of high 
retention & achievements through a franchise that have had a major 
contribution to raising the overall college targets and R&A rates.  Programme 
delivery managed and tutor employed by HLC.  2004/05 – 50 learners with 
98% retention, 100% achievement of those retained.  2005/06 – 30 learners 
with 89% retention and 100% of those retained. 

Yes 2 

WEST YORKSHIRE: College of Chinese Physical Culture, Leeds  Target 
Groups: as above.  Provision: C&G 7407 Teaching NVQ level 4  All other 
as above..  Key House, Keighley  Target Groups: Homeless and Supported 
Housing Professionals.  Provision: NVQ Advice and Guidance Levels 2,3 
and 4, NVQ Housing Levels 2,3 and 4, NVQ Management Levels 3 and 4.  
Strengths of Provision: Only provider for housing in Yorkshire and 
Humberside.  Funding: ESF Co-financing.   

As above   Level 4 

NORTH YORKSHIRE: North Yorkshire Forum for Voluntary 
Organisations (NYFVO) Delivery as above 

No   
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 SOUTH YORKSHIRE: VCTrain  Target Groups: Adult Community 
Learning.  Provision: Learners aged 19 or over and either employed or 
unemployed.    Strengths of Provision: 2 courses:  Key Skills 
Communication and Introductory Diploma in Management.  Funding: 
LSC/ESF Co-Financed. 

Yes Internal inspection 
through Observation of 
Teaching and Learning - 
individual grades 
awarded. 

 


